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Across-the-board excellence soars to new heights
\Vhv be normal~
f)

Western Michigan University may
have started out normal,but it
didn'tstay normal for long.
After all,whybe ordinary when
you can be extraordinary? That philosophy has been a cornerstone of the institution
since it was founded at the dawn of the twentieth century
as a regional preparatory school for teachers.
Western Michigan Normal School, as it was named
then, soon advanced to the head of the class, earning a
reputation for consistently training large numbers of
exceptional teachers.
Not content to rest on their laurels, the institutions 's
visionary leaders made sure "the normal " kept up stride
for stride as America grew and confronted new challenges. They broadened academic programs, built new

and exciting partnerships, researched innovative education strategies, and did a whole lot more. In short,
wherever possible, they pushed the so-called "envelope."
As WMU spread its wings and began to soar, it blossomed into a comprehensive, nationally ranked university that today numbers among the best higher education
institutions this nation has to offer.
Decades of decisive action and old-fashioned hard
work propelled WMU to the unprecedented level of
excellence and renown it currently enjoys. Now, with the
next millennium fast approaching, University leaders are
setting their sights even higher.
"As a university, we continue to grow in stature,"
President Diether H. Haenicke said during last fall's
"State of the University" address. "We're an ascending
national university, poised to rise to the next level in
everything we do."
Clearly, words like "average, " "ordinary," and "normal"
haven 't suited WMU for a long time. The list of its
national rankings and outstanding accomplishments just
keeps growing.
In 1996, for example, U.S. News and World Report
placed WMU in the "major leagues of American higher
education" for the seventh consecutive year. This was the
same year the University distinguished itself by:
Enrolling yet again some of the most academically
talented freshmen students in the state and nation.
Hiring nearly 100 superbly qualified new faculty
members.
Achieving new records for grant funding and private
support.
Beginning construction of one of the most sophisticated science research complexes in the Midwest.
Leading all Michigan universities in the number of
undergraduate international students.

Playing host to scholars from around the world at
acclaimed WMU-sponsored international conferences.
The University has earned its reputation as a quality,
national institution. Its students, alumni, faculty, staff,
and friends built a foundation of excellence that has
stood the test of time. Maintaining the momentum to
climb higher mountains will be the next great adventure.
The future is filled with unbelievable opportunities,
Haenicke said in last year's "State of the University"
address. But it's also filled with potential obstacles, he
warned.
"Our rise to the level of national recognition has
brought along the joy and challenge of competing on the
national level-competing for faculty, for research funds,
and for students," he said.
Although Haenicke noted that WMU is doing well in
all three of those categories, the president stressed that
the University can 't afford to become complacent,
especially in the area of service delivery.
"Our students and their parents look at quality and
price; quality and convenience-that is, flexibility and
accessibi lity," he said.
"We're to be held accountable for how we spend the
public tax dollar, how we spend our time, how much our
students learn in our classes, and we have to convince a
critical public why we should have lifetime appointments
or tenure when that isn't a way of life anymore for most
other Americans."
But unlike many of its sister institutions, he added,
WMU is on the rise and making dramatic progress.
"Behind us lies another banner year, " he said. "We're
moving forcefully forward on the national scene. We are
indeed an ascending national university. There seems to
be no limit to what we can do if we resolve to do it
together. "

See related story starting on page 3
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State appropriations process continues

WMU seeking recognition for its unique status
We tern Michigan University continues to seek a mid-tier
funding floor that would recognize its unique status as
Michigan's only public Doctoral I institution, officials
aid after the state enate approved a 4.5 percent increase
in state appropriations for WMU and most other public
univer ities.
"We are pleased with this increase and that it is
ubstantially above what was originally recommended,"
aid Keith A. Pretty, vice president for external affairs and
general counsel. "But we continue to seek recognition of
our statu as the state's fourth largest and most complex
univer ity.'
The executive branch's initial recommendation was for
an aero -the-board 2.5 percent increase while the House
of Representatives approved a 5.5 percent increase for
higher education. Final action was not expected before
the end of June.
At 4.5 percent, WMU's increase would be $4.7 million,
for a total appropriation of $10 .4 million for the state's
1997-9 fiscal year that starts October 1. WMU seeks a
percentage increase that is greater than the one recommended for mo t institutions, because of its unique
tatus.
'The current proposal includes a floor for the state's
master's-level institution to assure that their funding
doe not fall below $4,337 per student," Pretty said. "Yet
no such floor has been established for doctoral and
re earch in titutions."

These designations are based on categories established
by the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of
Teaching. The Carnegie Foundation provides the nation's
only comprehensive classification of more than 3,600
institutions of higher education. In addition to being
Michigan's only public Doctoral I university, WMU is the
largest such institution in the nation.
"We are Michigan's fourth largest university and the
fourth most complex in terms of the number and range
of our programs," Pretty said. "Even so, we remain a
bargain for our students, offering the thirteenth lowest
level of tuition and fees in the state.
"However," he added, "we continue to be funded
seventh by the state. As we have said repeatedly, the
numbers just don't add up."
University officials have pointed out that WMU cannot
continue to maintain its current high level of quality
without additional resources. "Our hope is that we would
receive from the Legislature some consideration each
year that we are, in fact, far behind in funding," Pretty
said.
"Neither can the University afford to remain thirteenth in the level of tuition and fees it charges its
students," he said. "The issue is not so much the percentage of increase that tuition and fees are raised as it is the
actual additional cost to students, which would be
moderate compared with costs at higher-tuition institutions."

Appointments, elections, and personnel changes

1988 and is a former director of graduate studies for the department. A 1986 recipient of a WMU Alumni Association Teaching
Excellence Award, she replaces Dr. Rollin C. Douma, who is
returning to the faculty.

• Richard C. Haworth, B.B.A.
'64, of Holland and Lori B.
Waddles, B.A. '85, of Detroit have
been elected chairperson and vice
chairperson, respectively, of the
WMU Board of Trustees.
Haworth is chairman of the
board and chief executive officer
Richard Haworth
Lori Waddles
of Haworth, one of the world's
largest manufacturers of office
furniture. WMU's Haworth College of Business is named for the
Haworth company and family. Waddles is assistant general counsel
for litigation at Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Michigan.
• Gov. John Engler has appointed William W. Carmody,
Ed.D. '76, of Shelter Bay and
Birgit M. Klohs, B.B.A. ' 3, of
Grand Rapids to the WMU Board
of Trustees. Carmody replaces
Lana L. Boldi, B.S. '95, of
Kentwood while Klohs replaces
William Carmody
Birgit Klohs
Alfred L. Edwards of Ann Arbor.
Carmody, a Iifetime member
of the WMU Alumni ssociation, is the owner of theW. W.
Carmody Law Office in Munising. Klohs is president of the Right
Place Program, a countywide community economic development
effort for the retention, expansion, and attraction of business to
the Gr ater Grand Rapids area.
• Dr. Timothy Light has been appointed provost
and vice president for academic affairs after filling
these posts in an acting capacity since August
1996. Light came to WMU in 1991 after serving as
president of Middlebury College, acting president
and provo t of Kalamazoo College, and dean of the
College of Humanities at Ohio State University.
He also has had positions at the Chinese University of Hong Kong and the University of Arizona.
• Three academic units have
new leaders.
Dr. Elise B.
Jorgens has been
named dean of
the College of
Arts and SciElise Jergens
James Schmelter
Shirley Scott
ences, Dr. James
W. Schmotter
ha been named dean of the Haworth College of Business, and Dr.
hirley Clay cott has been named dean of the Graduate College.
Jorgens, who joined WMU in 1977, was named to her new post
after erving a interim dean of the College of Arts and Sciences
since January 1996. Previou ly, she was associate dean for curriculum and instruction in the college. Schmotter had been dean and
professor of management in the College of Business and Economics at Lehigh Univer ity in Penn ylvania since 1992. Previously, he
was as ociate dean of the Johnson Graduate School of Management at Cornell University in ew York. He replaces Dr. F. William
McCarty, professor of finance and commercial law, who was interim dean. cott ha been a WMU faculty member since 1970.
he had b en chairper on of the Department of English since

Bud Bender

• Carl M. "Bud" Bender has been named assistant vice president for external affairs and director
of development. Since 1991, Bender had been vice
president and executive director of the Borgess
Foundation in Kalamazoo. Previously, he worked
for the University of Missouri at Columbia, serving as director of development for its law school,
director of development and annual giving, and
assistant director of alumni relations.

Honors, awards, and notable recognition
• Dr. Yousef Alavi, professor
of mathematics and statistics,
and Wendy L. Cornish, M.A. '70,
professor of dance, have won the
WMU Alumni Association's 1996
Teaching Excellence Awards.
Alavi joined WMU in 1958.
He is a former Department of
Wendy Cornish
Youse! Alavi
Mathematics and Statistics chairperson who has conducted exceptional research and long served his department. Cornish joined
WMU in 1967. She is a former Department of Dance chairperson
who has helped the University's dance program achieve national
status.
• Dr. Alan D. Poling, professor of psychology,
has received the 1996 Distinguished Faculty
Scholar Award. The award is WMU's highest
honor for a faculty member. Poling, a WMU faculty member since 1978, is widely recognized as
an expert on the use of drugs to manage human
behavior problems. One of the nation's most respected researchers, he has won top honors from
Alan Poling
the psychology profession and numerous prestigious federal grants.
• Jolene V. Croh, BA. '75, M.A.
'77, director of the Office of International Student Services, and
Donna B. Oas, M.A. '66, associate
professor of speech pathology and
audiology, have won 1996 Distinguished Service Awards. Both recipients have advanced WMU's
Jolene Groh
Donna Oas
stature as well as made significant contributions to their fields,
the students they serve, and their respective offices. Croh joined
WMU in 1967 and Oas in 1962.

Departments, programs, and academic activities

• The ongoing effort at WMU to revolutionize how mathematics
is taught has received a $5.2 million ational Science Foundation
grant. The grant will fund five additional years of work on the
Core-Plus Mathematics Project, which has attracted national attention for its ability to bring the real world into the classroom.
Begun in 1992 with a five-year, $6 million NSF grant, the new
funds make Core-Plus the single largest federally funded grant
project in University history.

J

WMU selected as 'best buy'

Western Michigan University has been named one
of the 100 best college buys in the United States
by a new publication that rates America's colleges
and universities.
ml
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WMU's 1995 freshman class
ACT score was 22, above the national average of
21. Its grade point average was 3.23, higher than
the national figure of 3.03. The 1996-97 cost of
attendance (tuition and fees for thirty hours and
room and board) was $7,497 per year for in-state
students and $11,815 for out-of-state students,
well below the national average of $13,409.
The Student Guide to America's 100 Best
College Buys examined 1, 784 colleges and
universities. It was compiled by Institutional
Research and Evaluation of Gainesville, Georgia,
and was published by John Culler & Sons of
Camden, S.C.
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• The University's precision flying team, the Sky Broncos,
captured third place in the 1997 National Intercollegiate Flying
Association Championship held April 29-May 3 at WMU's new
aviation facility in Battle Creek. This is' the sixth consecutive year
the Sky Broncos have finished the national competition among
the top three teams. Matthew Colles, B.S.E. '97, of Charlotte
was named the nation's top college pilot in individual standings
as well as the nation's top male pilot.
• This spring, WMU began offering its master's of business
administration program and three master's programs in
engineering at Hope College in Holland, thanks to a joint
agreement announced in April. The agreement enables WMU
to better integrate its Grand Rapids- and Muskegon-based
professional programs in business and engineering with its
existing lakeshore offerings in Holland, Benton Harbor-St. Joseph,
Muskegon, and Traverse City.
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The exceptional is business as usual at WMU
Teaching and Research

orne of the most respected and innovative academic
program in the United tates have been introduced or
refined by Western Michigan University.
A pioneer in several important disciplines, WMU is
recognized as a comprehensive national university. It's
also earned an international reputation in fields as
div rse as blind rehabilitation, paper science, medieval
studies, graph theory, and substance abuse treatment.
raduating with a WMU degree helps pave the way for
success in today's competitive marketplace. And the six
acad mic colleges that bestow these degrees aren't about
to low their ascent to even higher levels of excellence.

College of Arts and Sciences

WM 's largest academic unit, the College of Arts and
Sciences, offers more degree programs to more students
than any other college and supports the largest collection
of laboratories and research centers on campus.
In recent years, the college has instituted several
quality-oriented initiatives at both the undergraduate and
the graduate level. These initiatives not only preserve and
advance excellence, they also ensure students are well
prepared for today's changing world.
For instance, the college's revised Liberal Education
Curriculum requires undergraduate students to explore
areas uch as responsible decision making, critical
thinking, social pluralism, and formative ideas as well as
the more traditional liberal arts fields.
Another initiative involved eight departments in anationally funded project called Re-forming the Majors. The
department collected data from students and alumni
that wer used to improve their majors, often in innovative ways. The project's uccess encouraged most of the
college's other units to review and revise their majors.
In addition, the college ha strengthened its emphasis
on providing graduate-level programs and conducting
re earch. This has led to the development of several new
programs designed to dovetail with the college's expanding research role and to address new societal needs.
A few other College of Arts and Sciences contributions
to WMU's academic excellence include:
Increasing external funding for research from
356,4 2 to $5,024 406 in just ten years.
Publishing national and international professional
journals and hou ing centers of research excellence
which allow faculty and students to work as inderdi~ci
plinary teams on basic research and real-world projects.
Establishing an Undergraduate Research and Creative
Activitie Award program to increase the opportunity for
undergraduates to participate with faculty mentors in
research and scholarly activities outside of the classroom.
Founding the Center for the Study of Ethics in Society
the first center of its kind at a Michigan public university.'

Haworth College of Business

The twelfth largest undergraduate business school in the
United States, the Haworth College of Business and its
five departments offer more than a dozen majors and
minors and a wide range of graduate courses and concentrations.
All of Haworth's degree programs are fully accredited.
In fact, it's among the select 25 percent of U.S. business
schools that are accredited by the American Assembly of
Collegiate Schools of Business at both the undergraduate
and graduate level. This accreditation means the college
meets stringent criteria regarding its mission, class size,
faculty expertise, student/teacher ratio, and ability to
continuously improve its curriculum.
With "Partners for Business Knowledge and Leadership'' as its creed, the college builds a variety of partnerships to help ensure that it maintains high quality
programs while stretching the boundaries of knowledge,
research, and service.
A few other Haworth College of Business contributions to WMU's academic excellence include:
Revamping the master of business administration
degree program so it's more "user friendly" and responsive to today's business environment.
Sponsoring international trade conferences and
setting up its own student exchange programs with
universities abroad.
• Offering the country's first undergraduate major in
integrated supply management, which has been nationally recognized for its bold innovation and practicality.
• Bringing the first master of business administration
degree live by satellite to individuals and companies
across Michigan.

College of Education

The College of Education is one of the largest preparers
of education professionals in the United States. In
Michigan alone, more than 8,000 alumni are teaching
and nearly 1,000 others are serving as school administrators, supervisors, and counselors.
Committed to the ideal that learning is a lifelong
process, the college offers comprehensive programs for
educators at all levels as well as a variety of non-teaching
programs. All of these academic programs are fully
accredited, attesting to the stature of each curriculum.
Research conducted by the college's faculty and
students often impacts education at both the state and
the national level. This research emphasizes applied
experiences and prepares students to work in a culturally
diverse, ever-changing technical society.
A few other College of Education contributions to
WMU's academic excellence include:
• Earning praise from the National Council for Accreditation of Teachers for having an Intern Teaching Program
that's exemplary and a model for the rest of the country.

• Directing one of the largest projects in Michigan
to connect schools to the Internet and other worldwide
computer resources.
• Implementing one of the first early intervention
programs to reduce reading failure in the country and
the first such program in Michigan.
• Strengthening graduation standards, such as being
one of the nation's first universities to require a science/
mathematics minor for all elementary education majors.

College of Engineering and Applied Sciences

With a commitment to academic excellence and handson learning, the College of Engineering and Applied
Sciences continues to gain national recognition .
In 1996, for example, U.S. News and World Report
ranked the college in the nation's top thirty undergraduate engineering programs among comparable institutions. In addition, employers consistently commend
WMU engineers for their scientific knowledge and
willingness and ability to work as part of a team.
The college maintains close relationships with
business and industry, ensuring that it keeps pace with
scientific advances and that its programs and equipment
are relevant and up to date. These relationships are most
visible in WMU's laboratories, where industry scientists
team up with faculty members to develop new products
and unravel scientific mysteries.
A few other College of Engineering and Applied
Sciences contributions to WMU's academic excellence
include:
• Housing both paper and printing pilot plants on the
same campus, making WMU the only university in the
world with this superior technical capability on site.
Establishing the Center for Excellence in Image
Processes and Materials, which is developing easy-to-use
recyclable, safe, and non-polluting materials for the
federal government and American business.
• Developing special customized programs for Michigan
employers, such as the bachelor's degree in manufacturing engineering that's offered only in Muskegon.
• Helping to sponsor more than twenty student organizations, giving budding engineers an opportunity to learn
more about various careers and to rub shoulders with
professionals in their field.

College of Fine Arts

The College of Fine Arts has always been on the cutting
edge of education in the visual and performing arts. The
first college of fine arts in Michigan, it maintains this
edge through quality instruction and superb facilities.
The college's four acclaimed, nationally accredited
units offer exceptional programs in art, dance, music,
and theatre. And they provide some of the best facilities

Continued on page 4
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in the country for teaching, performing, and exhibiting.
These state-of-the-art facilities frequently serve as models
for other schools seeking to upgrade their buildings.
Fine arts students also have access to a wealth of
internships, student organizations, and performance
opportunities to help round out their educational
experience. Within the college alone, students and faculty
members present some 1,200 performances and exhibition each year to audiences totaling more than 400,000.
A few other College of Fine Arts contributions to
WMU's academic excellence include:
Graduating the largest single group of art teachers in
Michigan and providing one of only three undergraduate
programs in the state accredited by the National Association of chools of Art and Design.
Offering the largest of Michigan's two accredited
dance programs and representing the only university to
have both a faculty- and a student-choreographed dance
selected for performance at the 1996 International Jazz
World Congress.
Having its theatre department selected to compete in
American College Theatre Festival regional competitions
more times than any other school in Michigan.
Being home to the internationally acclaimed vocal
jazz group, Gold Company, which has received outstanding performance citations from Down Beat magazine for
the last fifteen years and was the only university vocal
jazz ensemble in the world invited to perform at the 1993
World ymposium on Choral Music.

College of Health and Human Services

The College of Health and Human Services is WMU's
malle t academic college, yet it makes an enormous
impact because of its long tradition of promoting
innovative professional education, cutting-edge research,
and practical experiences for students.
That tradition began in the early part of the twentieth
century and remains an integral part of the college's
seven schools and departments. For alumni, the emphasis on innovation, research, and practical experience
translates into exceptionally high job placement rates.
The high demand is due in part to the college's stateof-the-art clinical facilities, where students gain experience working directly with clients under the watchful eye
of supervi ing faculty members, and to constant program
updating to address new needs. For instance, the Department of Physician Assistant will convert its bachelor's
program to a master's program next year while the
recently established School of Nursing already is drawing
attention for its emphasis on community-based health
care delivery.
A few other College of Health and Human Services
contributions to WMU's academic excellence include:
Offering pioneering research and treatment in the
area of speech disorders through the Department of
Speech Pathology and Audiology, which was one of the
nation earliest clinics for the study of speech disorders.
Furthering the development of blindness programs
around the globe through the Department of Blind
Rehabilitation, the oldest, largest, and best-known
such program in the world.

Western Michigan University

Recruiting a faculty member for the School of Social
Work with an international and community development
focus specifically to develop educational and exchange
experiences for students in Central and South America.
Launching the only university-based program in the
world for training occupational and physical therapists in
hippotherapy- the use of horses and riding to accomplish specific therapeutic objectives.

In the last decade, WMU has invested nearly $320 million
in construction projects to build for the twenty-first
century and beyond. Its ascendancy as a high-quality
national institution wouldn't have been possible without
such a well-planned investment in its future.
That foresight has led to a rich mix of modern classrooms, cutting-edge laboratories, stately historic buildings, and sophisticated computing and communication
facilities, all in beautifully landscaped surroundings.
While major projects have garnered most of the
limelight, dozens of smaller, less noticeable enhancements have spruced up campus and contributed to the
comfort and health of students. For instance, WMU has:
Remodeled heavy-traffic offices to improve service.
Upgraded University housing and cafeterias.
Added more outdoor lights and emergency call boxes.
Improved accessibility for handicapped students.
Wired all of campus for data hook up.
Installed brown and gold flags, banners, and signs.
Those changes coupled with high-profile building
projects make touring campus these days an eye-opening
experience for many alumni who graduated before 1990.

Even Buster could use a refresher course

Even Buster Bronco, WMU's resident mascot, needs a
refresher course now and then. Mter all, he's been a bit
preoccupied with $50 million in improvements to his
favorite athletic and recreation stomping grounds.
The three-phase construction project was begun in
1991 and expanded and remodeled Read Fieldhouse,
transformed the old Gary Physical Education Center into
the large, state-of-the-art Student Recreation Center, and
spruced up Waldo Stadium with permanent lights, more
seating, and a gold-trimmed facade complete with lighted
signs. (More athletic and recreational facility changes are
described on page 5 in the "Bronco Athletics" section.)
Surveying his domain today, Buster might start his
tour at the heart of West Campus. In 1991 this area
became an information paradise with Waldo Library's
expansion and renovation in conjunction with construction of the University Computing Center.
Those two facilities give students and West Michigan
residents ready access to a wealth of worldwide information resources. Their distinctive look and connecting
clocktower also provide a feast for the eyes, especially
with the 1994 addition of the Fountain Plaza and its
Trustee Fountain water sculpture, which celebrates the
WMU Board of Trustees' thirtieth anniversary.
A similar blend of "brains and beauty" lies just a few
steps away by the redesigned Fine Arts Plaza. Encircled
by Miller Auditorium, the Dalton Center, and the Gilmore

Theatre Complex, this area offers some of the nation's
best fine arts facilities. It changed markedly in 1993
when a parking structure connected to Miller Auditorium
was built and again in 1995 when a $5.4 million educational wing was added to Shaw Theatre and York Arena to
create the theater complex.

Science education becomes focal point

Buster's tour wouldn't be complete without a stroll along
the Campus Mall where WMU's main science and technology buildings are located. Here, he'd come face to face
with the University's most important building project of
the last decade-a $45.3 million retrofit of Wood Hall in
conjunction with construction of the Science Research
Pavilion.
Wood will be completed in 1998 and the pavilion in
1999. These structures will join Rood Hall and Everett
Tower to form a Science Quadrangle that will transform
the west edge of campus into a focal point for science
instruction and research.
The pavilion will feature a 2,900-square-foot imaging
center, a 3,700-square-foot animal facility, and a BL-3
biological laboratory that meets stringent requirements
for conducting research with highly contagious viruses.
It will be one of the few research facilities in American
higher education equipped with a high volume air
movement system with separate atmospheres for each of
the various laboratories. It also will be the only place in
the country where geology teachers and researchers have
year-round, in-house access to a variety of drilled wells.
Additional surprises waiting for Buster on this part of
his tour are the Lee Honors College, built in 1990 for
WMU's growing population of academically talented
students; the nearby Promenade, built in 1993 for special
activities and a place where students can just hang out;
and Schneider Hall, built in 1991 near the Fetzer Center
to house the Haworth College of Business in a facility
that features the advanced communication and computer
technology common in today's business world.

East Campus grows in stature, triples in size

Dazzled by all the marvels he's been seeing, Buster might
decide to head over to East Campus, WMU's original site.
Surely this area couldn't have changed much! Well,
WMU's commitment to building for the future is becoming visible on this historic campus, too.
Several structures, including Spindler, Vandercook,
and Walwood halls, have been renovated for classrooms
and offices. More of these early structures are slated for
renovation as additional funds become available.
New construction is evident here, as well. The impressive University Medical and Health Sciences Center now
rises up near the corner of Oliver Street and Oakland
Drive. This $9 million center was a joint project of
Michigan State University, Borgess Medical Center,
Bronson Methodist Hospital, and WMU.
Dedicated in 1996, it houses many of WMU's health
and human services clinics in addition to providing
specialized training to resident physicians and medical
students. Situated next door in the renovated E. Wilbur
Building is WMU's new School of Nursing, already touted
nationally for its community focus.
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But change to the fifty-five acre East Campus are only
beginning. Early this year, Michigan lawmakers transferred the Kalamazoo Psychiatric Hospital's buildings
and grounds to WMU, adding 120 acres and more than
twenty buildings to East Campus. The property may be
used to expand the University's new grouping of health
facilities into a "health care corridor."
Alumni and friends across the country are marveling
at how far WMU has progressed in the 1990s. Incredible
growth and development has occurred in Kalamazoo and
beyond, from its burgeoning aviation complex in Battle
Creek to it regional centers in Muskegon, Grand Rapids,
St. Joseph/Benton Harbor, Battle Creek, and Lansing.

io

WMU has gone global in a big way-with its students,
faculty, and opportunities for international experiences.
"The bottom line is that in today's global marketplace,
doing business effectively requires competence in other
languages and real-life experience living in other cultures," says Dr. Howard J. Dooley, executive director of
WMU's Office of International Affairs. "To meet these
challenges, the University has developed a comprehensive
trategy for internationalization.
President Haenicke wants to boost the number of
domestic students studying abroad for a semester or
more to at least 300 per year," Dooley says, "and to
recruit new faculty with international expertise and
experience at a rate of up to four to six a year, building a
cadre of up to fifty new international faculty over the
next decade."
WMU i well-positioned to achieve such goals.
Starting with the enrollment of its first international
tudent a half century ago, it began making a name for
itself as a major "importer" of those who are studying
abroad.

More comings and goings planned

Among Carnegie Doctoral I institutions today, WMU is
second only to Florida International University in the
number of international students enrolled in degree
programs. Moreover, WMU ranks among the nation's top
fifty universities in terms of international population and
enrolls the largest number of undergraduate international students in Michigan.
This year, the University has 1,742 students from 90
other countries, representing 6.8 percent of total enrollment. The largest contingent, 703 students, is from
Malaysia, where the University has a "twinning" program
with unway College. Rounding out the top five are
Japan, India, Thailand, and South Korea.
The twinning program is a unique arrangement
enabling students to complete the first two years of their
WMU degree in their home country. The University
currently has a twinning program with Hong Kong
Baptist University in addition to Sunway, but WMU
officials are exploring other such arrangements with
universities in Singapore, Indonesia, and India.
Efforts to expand the University's role as an "exporter"
of American-born students have revolved around expand-
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ing study abroad opportunities. In 1991-92, the University had exchange agreements with three universities in
Germany and one in Japan, and it sponsored none of its
own study abroad programs.
Currently, WMU has exchange agreements with four
universities in Germany and seven universities in Japan
as well as one each with universities in Sweden, Norway,
and the Netherlands. In addition, WMU now sponsors
study abroad programs of its own in Mexico, France,
Russia, and Malaysia. And the number of WMU students
who study abroad for credit is rapidly nearing the target
of 300 per year.
Perhaps more challenging is the initiative to recruit
faculty with experience abroad, continuing a tradition
begun in the 1960s. Recruitment efforts in that period
resulted in WMU becoming home to some of the most
distinguished scholars in the world on such countries as
Korea, Nigeria, and Pakistan.
"When I came to WMU in 1985," Haenicke says, "the
composition of our faculty was beginning to change.
Many of those international experts hired in the '60s were
approaching retirement age. We needed to take a hard
look at our recruitment efforts and to put in place a
program that would permanently guarantee the presence
of a cadre of international experts on our faculty."

Initiative seeks to reclaim past strength

In 1993, Haenicke implemented a special hiring program
to increase the faculty's international expertise. Each
year, the president sets aside a special allocation that is
sufficient to hire four to six tenure track assistant or
associate professors. These positions are available to any
department above and beyond the positions authorized
by the deans and the provost.
"The possibility of attracting new and additional
positions provides a strong incentive for departments to
look aggressively for candidates who meet the specific
criteria for this special talent pool," Haenicke says.
The faculty members must speak, read, and write
fluently in another language; must have lived, studied, or
worked for an extended period in another country; and
must apply half of their teaching load to instruction in an
international or comparative subject.
The goal has been to position new faculty in geographical areas that correspond to University priorities,
which are, in order, Europe, Asia, Latin America, and
Africa. Because WMU already has a large number of
European specialists, hiring has been most vigorous in
the Asian and Latin American areas.
About half of the faculty members hired recently as
part of WMU's internationalization effort were born in
other countries. The other half are Americans who have
lived and studied abroad.

Diverse faculty has University-wide impact

In addition to strengthening instruction, Haenicke notes
that the hiring program has had a spillover effect on
most of WMU's other international initiatives.
"With their expertise and networks, the faculty are
giving us contacts abroad who help us find more overseas
study sites and recruit more international students," he
explains. "They're also adding to the global nature of our

campus by bringing in colleagues to speak and organizing lecture series and colloquia."
Furthermore, Haenicke says, the new faculty members
set an example for current students. They demonstrate
the benefits of studying abroad and help students build
self-confidence by showing that they can work in another
language and operate in another society.
"I'm a strong believer in the striking educational
benefits a university derives from a culturally diverse
student and faculty body," Haenicke says. "I've seen
firsthand the improved understanding that results from
exposure to culturally different viewpoints. Students have
told me how much better they're prepared for careers in
a global economy because of international education."

With academic quality at an all-time high, administrators
are turning some of their attention to bringing WMU's
athletic programs up to the same standard of excellence.
"Our objective is to be the best academic institution
and the best athletic institution in the Mid-American
Conference (MAC)," says athletic director Jim Weaver.
"We're striving for excellence in everything we do."
Weaver, a nationally recognized athletic director, carne
to WMU a year ago after previous posts at the University
of Nevada at Las Vegas and Florida and Penn State
universities. Great strides have been made in improving
athletic facilities and fostering school spirit, he says; now
more emphasis is being put on issues such as personnel,
support services, and recruitment.
"Our goal is to give our student-athletes the very best
coaching we can give them," Weaver says. "We also want
to give them the very best support systems in areas such
as academic advisement, medical attention, equipment,
and strength and conditioning.
"Raising the level of what we do in those areas, plus
being able to offer the outstanding facilities we already
have, will help us in our recruitment efforts," he adds.

Services, people make the grade

WMU has one of the best academic advising programs for
athletes in the MAC, and its student-athletes continue to
win honors for their academic achievements.
For instance, a record 178 student-athletes earned
grade point averages of 3.0 or better this past fall semester. Moreover, 47 student-athletes recorded a perfect 4.0
average for the same semester.
WMU's coaches also maintain high standards, regularly capturing "coach of the year" honors in conference
and media polls. To keep up the momentum, Weaver says,
new coaching vacancies are being filled by some of the
best candidates around.
"We're trying to get people who have been at the
highest levels in order to share the experiences, the
intensity levels, and the knowledge of what it takes to
excel in Division I intercollegiate athletics," he explains.
As examples, Weaver points to WMU's newest head
coaches, Gary Darnell and Dave Morin.

Continued on page 7
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Classnotes
Commission by Gov. John Engler.
James A. Kimbrough, M.A. '66, was
recently inducted into the Indiana
University of Pennsylvania Athletic
Hall of Fame. Kimbrough is an organization effectiveness specialist
for San Diego, CA.
Dr. Joseph Roberts, BS '66, in May
1996, was named provost of Eastern New Mexico UniversityRoswell, Roswell, NM.
Dr. Richard M. Alperin, BBA '68,
recently co-edited a book enti tled,
The Impact of Managed Care on
Psychotherapy: Innovation, Implementation, and Controversy.
Howard 0. Lindsey Jr., BA '68, was
recently named interim director,
Center for Afro-American Research, Depaul University, Chicago,
IL
Gary L. Sullenger, BA '6 , EdD '78,
is president of Baker Co ll ege of
Port Huron.
Ann M. Kanzelberger Snyder, BA
'69, was recently elected to the
Tyler (TX) Junior College Board of
Trustees, the first woman to be
elected to this position in three
decades.

1920-1959

Alan Paul McKelvey, B '3 , prior
to his death in 1993, completed an
autobiography entitled Once
Around is Enough.
Dr. Herbert S. Moyer, BS '53, was
recently elected to the Michigan
tate Board of Education. Moyer
retired as superintendent of education. Bedford Public Schools,
Temperance.
John A. Russell , BS '53, has received the American Hospital
Association's Distinguished ervice
Award. He is president of The
Health Alliance of Pennsylvania
and the Institute for Healthy Communities, Harri burg, PA.
Duncan Clarkson, BA '56, has retired after 35 year in teaching and
higher education administration,
the last y ars as director of admis ions at Kalamazoo Valley
Community College
Robert E. Rosinski, BS '59, has
been president and CEO of Detroit
Flame Hardening Co., Detroit,
sine 19 1. The corporation has
plants in the United tates and
technological licensing agreements with Australia, Canada, and
M xico.

1970-1974

Col. Thomas Cutler, BA '70, recently assumed command of the
127th Wing at Selfridge Air National Guard Base near Mount
Clemens.
L. Gary Lamit, BS '70, co-wrote
two recently published engineering

1960-1969

Larry 0. Campbell, BS '61, retired
after 32 years with the U. . Government, Dept. of Defense, Battle
Creek.

was se lected to be recognized in
Who's Who Among America's
Teachers.
Marshall Lincoln, BBA '71, was recently named assistant vice president with Dart National Bank, Lansing.
Katherine Watts Michell, BS '72,
was the 1996 recipient of the
Alumni Service Award at Lake
Michigan Co ll ege.
Bernadine Salvadore, MA '72, won
the Florida State Women's Tennis
Singles Gold Medal (70-74 age
group) in the Senior Olympics in
December, qualifying her for the
National Senior Olympics in
Tuscan, AZ, in May.
Patrick D. Bartholomew, BBA '73,
was recently named president and
chief operating officer of Brewers
Retail Inc., Ontario, Canada.
Kenneth J. DeVries , BA '73, in
June 1996 was hired as assistant
vice president of major and
planned gifts at Georgia State University, Atlanta, GA.
Randi S. N. Yoder, BA '73, has been
named vice president for institutional advancement at the College
of St. Catherine, St. Paul, MN.
Tim A. Byer, BA '74, recently
formed his own company, Keys tone
Productions, a full-service company specializing in corporate
video, meeting, and event production in Southfield.
Dan Kubiske, BA '74, was recentl y
elected vice president of the Washington, D.C., chapter of the Soci-

Alumni Association announces new life members
We at the WMU Alumni Association would like
to take this opportunity to welcome our
newest life members. We thank you and
commend you for your continued interest in
your University through life membership in
our association.
Joanne Ladewig Baetens, B.S. '75, Holland, Ml
Thomas G. Baetens, B.B.A. '77, Holland, Ml
Terry L. Barnes, B.A. '73, Lansing, Ml
Carie A. Bournonville, B.B.A. '95, Kalamazoo, Ml
Andrew J . Bruex , B. B.A. '76, Kalamazoo, Ml
Betty Smith Burton, B.S. '65, Grand Rapids, Ml
Elizabeth Swan Cisne, B.A. '89, Monterey, CA
Joyce Boorsma Cole, B.S.W. '80, Grandville, Ml
Kimberly J. Cole, B .B.A. '80, Grandville, Ml
Julie A. Fiatt, B.S. '95, Portage, Ml
Janet Kehetian Haroian , B.S. '78 , Edwardsville, IL
Laura Raad Hufford, B.A. '93, Kalamazoo, Ml

Robert E. Adkins, BA '63, MA '61!,
retired after 32 years of service in
the public schools of Alaska. Adkins
recently accepted a position as air
taxi/bush pilot with Haines Airways
in Alaska.
James L. Higley, BBA '63. was recently appointed business manager
of the Panama/Cuba/! land District. lie previously was an instructor of business administration and
computers at Panama Canal College in Panama.
Beverly pisak Devyak, BA '65 , in
September wa appointed to the
Local Officers Compensation Commission by Dearborn Ileights
mayor. Ruth Canfield, and reappointed to the Michigan Women's
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graphics textbooks, Engineering
Graphics and Design and Fundamentals of Engineering Graphics
and Design.
Diane M. Day, BA '71, has joined
The Patriot-News in Harrisburg,
Pi\, as classified advertising manager.
Douglas C. Dosson, BS '71, has
published a children 's story entitled, "Cody's Wooden Whistle,"
which appears as a feature in
Meadowbrook Press's Girls to the
Rescue 2. Dosson is a practicing
attorney in Roscommon.
Richard Kandalec, BS '71 , received
the Mentor (OH) Public Schools
Excellence in Teaching award in
May 1996. In September, Kandalec
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Todd T. Hufford, B.S. ' 94, Kalamazoo, Ml
Reese J. James, B.S. '74, M.A. '76, Oxford, Ml
Joel A. Koestner, B.S. '8 8, Plainwell, Ml
Ann Popp Leary, M.S.W. '86, Kalamazoo, Ml
Alan G. Lewandowski, B.A. '76, M .A. ' 79, Kalamazoo, Ml
James T. Long, Kalamazoo, Ml
Mabie Long, B.S. '79, M.A. '84, Kalamazoo, Ml
Shelly St. Clair McDonald, B.A. '81, Port Huron, Ml
Silky Joda Miller, B.S. '83, Lansing, Ml
David J. Mroczka, B .S.E. '92, M.M.E. '94, Royal Oak , Ml
Karyn Chambers Mroczka, B.S. '92, M .S. '94, Royal Oak , Ml
David E. Patton, B.B .A. '89 , Lake Orion, Ml
Kevin M. Prather, B.B.A. '90, Clinton, Ml
J. Kevin Rowlinson, B.B .A. '73, Winter Park, FL
Marian Keyes Saville, B.A. '64, Tucson , AZ
Michelle M . Thelen, B.S. ' 90, Lansing, Ml
Mark A. Walsworth, B. B.A. '86, Geneva, IL
Lance A. Webley, B.S. '74, M.S. '82, Kentwood, Ml
Kathryn Henry Wirth, B.S. '79, Charlotte, Ml
Jerry L. Yeric, B .S. '62, Denton, TX
Margaret Munson Yeric, B.S. '62, Denton, TX
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ety of Professional Journalists.
Kubiske is a freelance journalist.

1975-1979

James W. Bielak, BS '75, was selected to receive the Outstanding
Technical Achievement Award for
1996 at ARCO, Los Angeles, CA.
Kevin N. Flynn, BS '75, was recently named general manager of
Noverr Publishing Inc., PCS Division, Traverse City.
Mark A. Crawford, BBA '76, was recently named managing director of
the accounting firm of Doeren
Mayhew, Troy.
Dr. James S. Newhouse, BA '76,
was recently promoted to director
of programming environment and
training at Nichols Research Corp's
High Performance Computive
Modernization program at WrightPatterson AFB, Dayton, OH.
James G. Whitehead, BS '76, was
recently appointed director of
sales, Molded Seating Products
Group, Renosol Corp., Ann Arbor.
Anthony A. Gautney, BS '77, is
principal-consultant
for
TheCarrekerGroup, Dallas, TX.
Suanne Williams-Lindgren, MA
'77, is the proprietor of Spar Cove
Consulting, an organization development consulting firm in
Freeport, ME.
William E. Donahue II, BBA '78,
was recently named director, human resource planning, development and recruitment, for Sears,
Roebuck, and Co, Hoffman Estates,
IL.
Gary C. Gerds, BA '78, was recently
appointed national sales manager
for the Grabber Performance
Group, a manufacturer/distributor
for sporting goods, shipping, and
, mass merchandiser markets in
Grand Rapids.

Dennis A. Miller, BS '78, MA '81 ,
recently accepted a position as assistant professor in the School of
Art and Design at the University of
Michigan.
Mo Davenport, BA '79, was recently
promoted to senior coordinating
producer, ESPN Inc., Bristol, CT.
Donald K. Paras, BBA '79, recently
became product director for
TICLID, Roche Laboratories Inc. ,
Nutley, NJ.
Michael K. Priestap, BS '79, recently accepted the position of director of housekeeping/laundry at
East Tennessee Children's Hospital , Knoxville, TN.

1980-1984

Renatta Joy Russell Nicholas, BBA
'80, recently joi ned the Food Marketing Institute in Washington,
D.C., as manager of research,
Cindy Wedel, BS '80, is director of
clinical education at Saint Thomas
Hospital, Nashville, TN.
Dr. Cheri S. Carrico, MA '81, is an
assistant professor of communication arts and sciences at Elmhurst
College.
John S. VanAlstyne, BBA '81, in
December was named vice president of sales-automotive manufacturers at Freudenberg-NOK, Plymouth.
John L. Daly, BBA '82, is vice president, Life and Benefits Division,
Daly Merritt Inc., Wyandotte.
Sharie Phillips, BBA '82 , recently
joined Perry Ballard/advertising,
Inc., St. Joseph.
Julie Schodowski Silorski, BBA
'82, recently became a director for
Computertots, a computer education franchise. Sikorski offers services in preschools and daycare
centers throughout Macomb
County.
Curtis F. Belaney, BS '83 , has
joined Wausau Insurance in
Southfield as a senior account representative. Belaney has been with
the company for over five years in
the Pasadena, CA, office.
Dr. Carol Y. Love, MA' 3, is an assistant professor in the Division of
Special Education, College of Education, at the University of Northern Colorado and is facilitator for
the orientation and mobility program,
Mary J. Schafer, BBA '83, recently
became a partner with Plante &
Moran, LLP, East Lansing.
Robert M. Tacy, BBA '83, was recently named vice president, manager of interactive and new media
forC-E Communications, Warren .
John C. Granzow, BBA '84 , is senior vice president and director of
investment consulting, retirement
plan services, and mutual funds/
UIT's for Interstate/Johnson Lane,
Charlotte, NC.
Dr. Denise M. Olson, B.S. '84, was
recently admitted to the partnership of Durham Women's Clinic,
P.A., an obstetrics and gynecology
practice in Durham, NC.
Michael J. Romoser, BBA '84, was
recently named publisher of EXPORT-Europe-Middle East, EX PORT en Espafiol and EXPORT
Asia-Pacific Rim magazines, Adams
Trade Press, Cathedral City, CA.

1985-1989

Steven G. Siebert, BBA '85, is an
associate with the law office of
Seyfarth, Shaw, Fairweather &
Geraldson, San Francisco, CA, and
a former federal prosecuting attorney for the Los Angeles office of the
National Labor Relations Board.
Larry A. Blackmer, Ph.D. '87, was
recently named Michigan's 1997
Superintendent of the Year by the
Michigan Association of School Administrators. Blackmer is superintendent for the South Haven Public Schools.
Gary A. Kaufmann, BS '88, was
recently appointed marketing manager for computed tomography, Pick
International, Ceveland, OH.
Mike J. Corrigan, BBA '88, recently
was promoted to director of marketing and gas supply for Centra
Gas, British Columbia, Canada.
Stephanie Fleming, BA '89, in August began a year-commitment
serving in the Jesuit Volunteer
Corps: Southwest.

Detroit Mayor Dennis W. Archer, B.S. '65, returned to campus March 11 to participate in the
Haworth College of Business' Distinguished
Speaker Series.
In his presentation,
"Detroit: A Partnership
Among Equals,"
Archer traced the city's
history and touched on
many of the government and business
collaborations that
are contributing
to its revival.
''The Haworth College of Business series
provides an invaluable
Dennis Archer
opportunity for us to
step aside from the operational demands of office and academia in order
to share ideas,'' he said.
''This is of vital importance: ideas are nothing
less than the driving force for advancing both the
human condition and the complex social organisms which are our cities."
Lt. (jg) Jeffery R. Springborn, BBA
'89, recently returned from a sixmonth deployment to the Mediterranean, Adriatic, and Red seas with
Tactical Electronic Warfare Squadron 132 aboard aircraft carrier USS
Enterprise.

1990-1994

Ronald L. Gentry, BSE '87, MSE
'91 , recently j o ined Hersh ey
Chocolate North America in
Hershey, PA , as a senior engineer,
packaging systems engineering.
Amy Lutz Lambrix, BA '91, recently joined Tower Pinkster Titus
Associates in Kalamazoo as marketing coordinator.
Ingrid Merriweather-Hairston, BS
'88, MPA '91, was recently promoted to development officer for
the Raleigh -Durham Airport Authority.
Steven W. Clark, BBA '92 , has
joined the law firm of Warner,
Norcross & Judd LLP in Muskegon
as an associate.
John Byron Connors, MA '75. SEd
'82, PhD '92, is assistant professor
of psychology and chair of the behavioral science department at
Canadian Union College in College
I !eights, Alberta, Canada.
Dr. Ronald E. Reid, BBA '75, MPA
'83, EdD '92 , managing director of
the Kalamazoo County Road Commission, has been reappointed to
the National Association of Counties' Transportation and Telecommunications Steering Committee.
Michelle Vick, BS '92 . was recently
hired as marketing specialist, original equipment manufacturer sales
division, Cooper Automotive, Troy.
Stephanie A. Watson, BA '92, has
joined the Hospice of MichiganSouthfield as a community relations/development specialist in the
corporate development department.
Timothy L. Clarey, BS '82, MS '93,
Ph.D. '96, is a geology instructor
at Delta College, University Center.
Jase Bolger, BBA '94, is the found-

ing president of Summit Credit
Services, Inc., a professional credit
services company in Kalamazoo.
Angela L. Maxwell Bursch, BA '94,
recently joined the Amherst H.
Wilder Foundation, St. Paul, MN,
as a therapist.
Jennifer L. Davis, BS '94, is admissions coordinator, referral development, Scripps Hospital East
County Seni or Behavioral Health
Services, El Cajon, CA.
Lori M. Tower, BS '94, recently
joined Bruce A. VanderWeele, P.C./
Structural
Consultants,
Kalamazoo, as a designer.
Marine 2nd Lt. James P. Bernthal,
BS '94, recently graduated from
the Basic School at Marine Corps
Combat Development Command,
Quantico, VA.

1995-1997

Thomas E. Branch, MBA '95, was
selected to co-chair the 1997 First
of America Classsic Senior PGA
golf tournament. Branch is a C.P.A.
in Grand Rapids.
Kevin M. Lemke, BA '95 , in August
began serving a year-commitment
as a volunteer in the Jesuit Volunteer Corps: Southwest.
Marine 2nd Lt. Brad M. Magrath,
BBA '95, recently graduated from
the Basic Officers Course at Marine
Corps Combat Development Command, Quantico , VA.
Marine 2nd Lt. Eric S. Seubring,
BS '95 , in December graduated
from the Basic School at Marine
Corps Combat Development Command, Quantico , VA.
Satyamurti Sridhar, MS '95, is employed as a senior computer programmer/analyst at Hughes Aircraft in Maryland.
Mary J. Tracy, BBA '95 , is a research assistant for the International Center for Canadian-American Trade, Port Huron.
Dana Bjork, BS '96, recently joined
Tower Pinkster Titus Associates in
Kalamazoo as an interior designer.

Alumnus places third in jazz contest

The School of Music's reputation for producing accomplished jazz artists moved up another notch last
fall when one of its graduates finished third in an
international competition.
John Wojciechowski, B.M. '95, earned a $5,000
prize for his saxophone performance in the tenth annual Thelonious Monk International Jazz Competition in Washington, D.C. The contest, which has
launched the careers of several artists, concluded
with a gala performance at the Kennedy Center for
the Performing Arts.
Wojciechowski teaches elementary band in the
Roseville school district near Detroit and spends his
spare time performing in area clubs.
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The exceptional is business as usual
Darnell left his post as defensive coordinator at the
University of Texas to take over the Bronco football
program at the end of last season. He and his staff have
prior experience with schools in the Southeastern
Conference, Big East, Big Ten, Big Twelve, and Atlantic
Coast Conference.
Meanwhile, when Bronco icon Jack Vredevelt retired
last year after twenty-three years with the men's tennis
team, he headed the search committee that brought
Morin, one of the MAC's brightest young coaches, to
WMU from Bowling Green State University.

Facilities number among Midwest's best

WMU's campus features some of the finest recreational
and athletic facilities in the Midwest. While meeting the
health and recreational needs of students, faculty, and
taff memb r , these top-notch facilities allow WMU's
var ity athletic team to be competitive in the MAC.
The refurbished University Arena in Read Fieldhouse
provide seating for 5, 00 spectators in a bright, attractive venue that serves as home to Bronco men's and
women' basketball, gymnastics, and volleyball. The
arena houses a fully-equipped weight room that is used
by all eighteen varsity teams.
"It's a fir t-ela s facility for lifting and conditioning,"
head hockey coach Bill Wilkinson says. "The University
Arena and recreational building are extremely functional,
e pecially for recreational purposes. When recruits see
the place, they really get excited."
Elsewhere in Read, student-athletes have access to a
modernized athletic training and treatment area that's
unmatched in the MAC. Read's upgrade also allowed
Division of Intercollegiate Athletics staff to relocate. Most
coaches and admini trators now work side-by-side rather
than in different buildings spread across campus.
The tudent Recreation Center adjacent to Read
provide a multitude of choices for students and faculty
looking to stay in shape. But Bronco teams also take
advantage of many of its special features. The expansive
indoor tennis area for instance, is an invaluable winter
training area for the baseball and softball squads.
Meanwhile, ageless Waldo Stadium provides an ideal
setting for one of the winningest MAC football teams in
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the 1990s. Prominent new features include seating for
30,200, Prescription Athletic Turf, permanent lighting, a
$200,000 scoreboard, an expanded pressbox, and the John
Gill Stadium Clubhouse. Nearby, Kanley Track now
sports lights of its own, a new 400-meter Olympic model
surface, and the Alumni Track Building.
In addition, a much-needed soccer complex was
created last year off of Parkview Avenue. It serves as
home field for the both men's and women's soccer. The
women's team, which debuted as a varsity sport this past
fall, grew out of the University's successful soccer club.
However, it isn't the only campus club that excels
outside of the limelight of intercollegiate athletics. For
example, the men's hockey club, the Stallions, was the
1996 American Collegiate Hockey Association champion
and was elevated this year from Division II to Division I.
Other improvements during the last few years have
involved upgrading athletic and recreational facilities
that are open to large numbers of WMU students. These
include beefing up what's available in residence halls,
building tennis courts in Goldsworth Valley, and installing lights at some intramural fields.

Record of achievement keeps growing

• WMU hockey coach Bill Wilkinson, a three-time
Central Collegiate Hockey Association "coach of the year"
recipient, recently recorded career win No. 300. Last
season, the hockey team recorded the second most
victories in a season and advanced to the NCM championship tournament for the second time in three seasons.
• The men's track team has won back-to-back MAC
outdoor crowns and Coach Jack Shaw was named MAC
track "coach of the year" for the fifth time last season.
• The women's gymnastics team placed second nationally in team CPA (3.48) last season while head coach
Brigitte Laketa was named MAC "co-coach of the year."
• The men's basketball team recorded thirteen conference wins last season, the second most conference wins
in school history.
• Women's tennis coach Betsy Kuhle, whose teams have
never finished lower than third place, has led the Broncos
to a 74-15 MAC record and two MAC titles in the 1990s.

A piece of Bronco history
A book covering the history of football and men's
basketball at Western Michigan University is now
available for public purchase.
Go Broncos! is a 239-page limited edition
publication that reviews the two sports year by
year-football from 1905 and basketball from
before its initial1913-14 varsity season. In
addition, it profiles individual WMU coaches and
athletes.
The book's authors, Thomas Slaughter and Dr.
Harold Ray, are both WMU professors emeritus of
health, physical education, and recreation.
Slaughter also served the University as an assistant coach in football, basketball, and baseball.
The two plan to write a second volume covering WMU's other men's sports. Frances Ebert,
associate professor emerita of health, physical
education, and recreation, is writing a history of
women's sports.
Go Broncos! costs $19.95, plus six percent tax,
postage, and handling. To order a copy, call the
Office of Athletic Marketing and Promotions at
(616) 387-4138 or call the WMU Bookstore
at (616) 387-3929.

Deaths_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ __
1920-1929

Margaret Feeney Carey, TC '23, November 19, 1996, in Kalamazoo.
Ernest Weber, BA '23, November
26, 1996, in Kalamazoo.
Alma Sheldon heffer, BA '26 , December 16, 1996, in Paw Paw.
Celia Penny, T '2 , November 24,
1996, in Kalamazoo.
Myrtle Iva DeLong Welcher, TC
'2 , eptember 14, 1996, in
Flowerfield Township ..
Lewis E. Wilder, BBA '29, September 30, 1996, al Whitmore Lake.

1930- 1934

Cornelius 1\tacDonald, BA '30, December 17, 1996, in Kalamazoo.
John Vydareny, BA '30, ovember
21, 1996, in Kalamazoo.
Lula Brant l\1albone, BS '31 , May
24, 1996, in Mooresville, I .
June Taylor wander, TC '31, November 15, 1996, in Kalamazoo.
Marion Hamilton Dean, BA '32 ,
December 31 , 1996, in Battle
Creek.
~tildred Scarlett Carter, T '33,
July 22, 1996, in Kalamazoo.
Helen Burger mith, B '33, November 1, 1996, in Grand Rapids.

1935- 1939

Dr. Russell M. Ampey, BA '35, May
3, 1996, in Baton Rouge, LA
Allan R. Elliott, BA '35, May 19,
1996, in Pharr, TX.
Maurice C. Evans, Sr., B '35, August 3, 1996, in Kalamazoo.
Wilma teenrod Hall, BA '35, November 16, 1996, in t. Petersburg, PL.
Esther VanderVen Bufe, TC '27, BS
'36, June 2 , 1996, in Wyandotte.
William A. Burrell, B '37, ovember 29, 1996, in Kalamazoo.
Clifton W. Fellows, B '37, ovember 2, 1996, in Addi on, MI.
Rev. A Thomas Fitzgerald, TC '38,
July 5, 1996, in Jack on.
Jane Judd Leisenring, TC '32, B
'3 , October 22, 1996, in Hillsdale.

Lela Tooker Reinhart, TC '27, BA
'3 , October 28, 1996, in
Wayland.
Dorothy Zyskowski Smokevitch,
BS '38, October 12, 1996, in
Marquette.
Margaret Cordell VanEck, TC '29,
BA '38, August 28, 1996, in
Kalamazoo.

1940- 1944

Helen VanZee Carnes, BS '39, October 27, 1996, in Kalamazoo.
Gladys A. Winters, BS '39, MSL
'68, October 1, 1996, in
Kalamazoo.
Lester D. Yeiter, TC '30, BS '39,
July 30, 1996, in Grandville.
Laura D. Eitel, BA '40, LC '50, December 17, 1996, in Grand Junelion.
Howard E. Thompson, BS '40, ovember 15 , 1996, in Traverse
City.
Marian Cathcart Lake, BS '42, Augusl4, 1996, in Kalamazoo.
Josephine Lizette Leenhouts, BA
'42, June 19, 1996, in Holland.
Jack Matheson, BS '42, February
14, 1997, in Okechobee, FL. A
member of the 1941 undefeated
Bronco football team, he played
professional football for the Detroit Lions and Chicago Bears.
Dr. Lester Lorenzo Schilling Jr.,
BS '42, October 15, 1996, in
Texarkana, TX.
Dorothy Chamberlain Joslyn, BA
'43, September 26, 1996, in
anla Rosa, CA.
Earl W. Klatte, BS. '43, September
9, 1996, in Kalamazoo.
John H. LaDuke, BA '43, October
13, 1996, in Lawrence.
Virginia Pell Asakura, BA '44, December 26, 1996, in Las Vegas,
NV.

1945- 1949

Joseph C. McCully, MA '47, July 16,
1996, in South Haven.
Mary Rogers Murray, BA '47, April
30, 1995, in CA.

Alice M. Wiseley, BS '48, MA '59,
December 31, 1996, in South
Haven.
Dorothy Sandel Born, BA '49, MA
'59, November 4, 1996, in
Kalamazoo.

1950-1954

Albert Chaffee, BS '50, August 1,
1996, in Marysville.
Charles W. Whitelock, BS '50, September 18, 1996, in McAllen, TX.
Elizabeth Bomelyn La Plante, BS
'51. Aug. 14, 1996 , in
Kalamazoo.
Mary McKinnon Neuwirth, BA '51,
July 18, 1996, in Bartlett, TN.
Arbutus Myra Saddler Cobine, BS
'52, MA '58, December 12, 1996,
in Kalamazoo.
Dorothy Wilson Davis, TC '30, BS
'52, September 5, in Decatur.
Lilian Fremont Gorsline, BA '52,
MA '62, June 13, 1996, Dade City,
FL.
Beatrice Hamilton Wilder, TC '52,
December 15, 1996, in Lawton.
Elizabeth Reusch Pauley, BS '54,
November 12, 1995, in San Jose,
CA.

1955-1959

Albert A. Boyce Jr., BBA '55, July
25, 1996, in Kalamazoo.
Ardell J. Poll Kahn, BA '55, June
11, 1996, in Burr Ridge, IL.
Minnie Gamble Critz, BS '56, December 13, 1996, in Kalamazoo.
Donald F. Hoyt, BBA '56, October
7, 1996, in Ann Arbor.
Arthur E. Benford, BS '57, May 1,
1996, in St. Joseph.
Esther Schmidt Cunningham, BS
'57, December 22, 1996, in
Kalamazoo.
Mina Thomas Omo, BS '57, October 16, 1996, in Fort Collin, CO.
Mildred Breeden Erickson, TC '27,
BS '58, July 7, 1996, in Grand
Rapids.
Florence Welling Scott, BS '59,
October 18, 1996, in Kalamazoo.

1960-1964

Lawrence E. Bredahl, BS '30, MA
'60, December 16, 1996, in Sun
City, CA.
David Lee George, BS '60, MA '66,
September 7, 1996, in
Muskegon.
Norma Luobikis-Bryant, BA '60,
September 24, 1996, in
Glendora, CA.
Rev. lyla Crane Norton, BS '60,
December 22, 1996, in
Kalamazoo.
Victor R. Askew, BBA '61, MSA '68,
October 5, 1996, in Lakeview.
David. A. Gillette, MA '61, September 13, 1996, in Ocala, FL.
Clair D. Wickman, BS '61, April
1996, in Orlando, FL.
Loretta Roszkowski Grella, BS '63,
December 24, 1996, in Portage.
Florence Wilson McCune, BS '64,
August 27, 1996, in Grand Rapids.

1965- 1969

Dennis E. Reno, BS '65, July 27,
1996, in Wayland.
Bernie D. Wanko, BS '65, May 14,
1996, in Niles.
Timothy E. Bogue, BS '66, August
23, 1991, in Beverly Hills, CA
Mildred Snyder Layton, BA '66,
November 30, 1996, in
Kalamazoo.
William J. Cullen, BBA '67, June
2, 1996, in Wooster, OH.
Barbara J. Bogen Brandt Quinn,
BA '67, July 1, 1996, in
Kalamazoo.
Julius R. Walker, BS '67, July 13,
1996, in Detroit.
Roger S. Cholometes, BBA '68,
July 24, 1993, in Des Plaines, IL.
Frank C. Durish, BS '68, MS '81,
June 24, 1996, in Paw Paw.
Jerry Jenkins, BS '6 , MA '78, September 11, 1996, in Plainwell.
Michael Freeland, BA '69, July
1996, in Bulock Creek.
Jack Lavender, BBA '69, December
16, 1996, in Kalamazoo.

Pamela Ann McAllister, BA '69,
November 1994, in Overland
Park, KN

1970-1974

Leah M. Sutherland, MA '70, December 17, 1996, in Albuquerque, NM.
Gail Killian Tremitiere, BM '71,
March 14, 1996, in Chicago.
Sister Adrienne Eickman, MA '72,
December 26, 1994, in Milwaukee, WI.
Austin R. Miller Jr., BA '73, MA '79,
July 23, 1996, in Grand Rapids.
Bryan C. Walling, BBA '74, June
26, 1996, in Flushing.

1975- 1979

Norman Lewman, BBA '76, MBA
'80, December 14, 1996, in Stone
Mountain, CA.
Mary Jane Capes, BS '77, October
1996, in St. Joseph.
Martin D. Hunter, BS '77, June 20,
1996, in Grand Rapids.
Thomas H. Spratt, MA '78, August
3, 1996, in Plainwell.
Rick C. Wirth, BS '79, August 9,
1996, in Charlotte.

1980- 1997

James S. Boyce, MBA '80, January
17, 1996, in Grand Rapids.
Ruth A. Hunt, BS '80, September
26, 1996, in Allegan.
Joanne Sweet Shillito, BS '80, August 25, 1996, in Kalamazoo.
Linda Jones Petersen, MA' 1, September 20, 1996, in Southfield.
Marilyn Wilcox Orr, MA '84, December 29, 1996, in Allegan.
Regina L. Hicks, BSW '86, MSW
'87, June 27, 1996, in Detroit.
Timothy J. Moore, BBA '88, December 5, 1996, in Paw Paw.
Judy Lewis Powell, BS '88, November 23, 1996, in Plainwell.
Sharon Lynn Anthony, BA '92, August 16, 1996, in Surprise, AZ.
David M. Ashbrook, BS '92, August
1, 1996, in Traverse City.
Amy Ann Hill, BS '92, June 29,
1996, in East Lansing.

Kevin F. Williams, BS '94, June 14,
1996, in Kalamazoo.
Nitin Agarwal, MBA '96, September 18, 1996, in Kalamazoo.

Faculty, staff,
and friends

William G. Birch Sr., a Kalamazoo
doctor who was instrumental in
establishing the Department of
Physician Assistant, Aug. 29,
1996, in Marquette. WMU
awarded him an honorary doctor of laws degree in 1976.
Wendall B. Fidler, associate professor emeritus of distributive
education, March 14, 1996, in
Salem, OR.
Albert A. Jackman, professor
emeritus and former chairperson of geography, Jan. 3, 1997,
in Concord, MA.
Jean Malmstrom, professor emeritus ofEnglish, Oct. 1, 1996. She is a
WMU Alumni Association Teaching
Excellence Award winner.
William F. Morrison, professor
emeritus and former chairperson
of finance and
commercial law,
Dec. 17, 1996, in
Kalamazoo. He
was an attorney
in Iowa City for
some twenty
years, as well as
an Iowa state
William Morrison
legislator, before
coming to WMU.
The first recipient of WMU's
Alumni Association Teaching Excellence Award in 1966, he earned
the Distinguished Service Award in
1982 from the Michigan Legislature for his dedication to WMU and
the community.
Emil J. Sokolowski, assistant
professor emeritus of marketing,
July 7, 1996, in Redwood City, CA.
Betty Taylor, professor emerita of
home economics and founder of
the dietetics program, Oct. 22,
1996 in Waukon, IA.
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A message to our readers about the Westerner
Editor's note: The following
students and faculty members to get their sense of
letter is from Matt Kurz, B.A.
what they liked about the
'69, assi !ant vice pre ident
for external affairs and
Westerner and what they'd
director of the Office of
like to see in a new magazine. One way we've done
Marketing, Public Relations,
this is the use of focus
and Communications.
groups in Kalamazoo, Grand
Thi i the last i sue of thi newsRapids, and Detroit. It's been
paper you'll receive. It will be
enlightening.
replaced, come this fall, with a
To give the new magazine
new University magazine, and
the best possible look, we've
it's taking shape right now.
turned to our own Design
ur bo s, Keith A. Pretty,
Center-one
of the
vice pre ident for external afUniversity's leading acafair and general counsel,
demic programs. Tricia
puts the reason this way: "We
Hennessy, professor of art
decided it was time to look at A four-person team of Design Center students is helping to
new
University-wide
develop
Western
Michigan
University's
and
director of the center,
one of WMU's major publicamagazine. The students, under the direction of Tricia Hennessy,
has recruited a group of four
tions, the Westerner, and take are,
from left: Melissa F Ballard of Honolulu, Hawaii; Greg A.
top design students to help
it to the next level. Our goal is Mys of Kalamazoo; Martin C. Burch, B.A. '94, of Kalamazoo;
us develop this look.
to reflect the move of the
and Cris R. Logan of Muskegon.
They've been laboring for
whole University to the next
much of the winter semester and spring session, coming
level-in teaching, in research, and in public service."
up with a wide range of cover designs and inside treatTo achieve that goal, we've reached out to alumni,
from which we can choose-for everything from
ments
donors, and other friends of the University as well as to
letters to the editor to major features to something a
little different at the back of the book. It's been wonderful
to work with these bright, talented students!
The Design Center group, in turn, has been working
We 'd appreciate your feedback.
with our magazine development team. That includes
Give your responses to the following questions.
Mike Matthews and Jeanne Baron, the magazine's editors,
and Michael Hofeldt, its art director. Dave Smith,
~~ouliked
l1esterne1~
director of graphics and design, serves as production
coordinator.
llesterneJ~
We hope the new magazine will reflect the depth of
our traditions as well as the height of our aspirations. We
\\~at
~~oulike
W~fU magazine~
want you, our readers, to get the best possible picture of
WMU as an ascending national university whose growing
Return your answers to the Office of Market ing,
reputation for academic excellence fosters both pride and
Public Re lations, and Communi cations at:
commitment.
Walwood Hall 240 West; Western Michigan University
Let us know what you think. Send me a letter, a note,
Kalamazoo, Ml 49008-3899
a fax, or an e-mail message, and tell me what you want to
E-mail: kurz@wmich.edu Fax: (616) 387-8422
see in a new University magazine. Then look for the
I
results this fall!

•

h

I

What have
about the
What haven't you likedabout the
would
tosee in a

·- -- -

WMU's 'greatest Bronco, '
John Gill, remembered
John W. Gill, T.C.
'23, B.A. '24, whose
longtime affiliation
with University athletics earned him
the title of "Mr.
Bronco," died
March 4 in
Kalamazoo. He was
ninety-eight.
In 1939, Gill gave
the University's athletic teams their
Broncos nickname.
He came to WMU in
1919 as a student
and went on to become a star athlete
in four sports, earning thirteen varsity
letters. He had a
brief distinguished John Gill
high school coaching career before returning to the University in
1928 as a coach.
Gill was head football coach from 1942 to 1952
and also coached the baseball and basketball teams
before being named associate athletic director in
1953. He retired from the position in 1969.
As a head football coach, Gill never experienced
a losing season. In 1973, he became one of six charter members of the WMU Athletic Hall of Fame and
was inducted into the Mid-American Conference
Hall of Fame in 1994.
Last spring, the WMU Board of Trustees approved a resolution naming the open seating area
at the top of the Stadium Clubhouse in Waldo Stadium for Gill. The John Gill Stadium Club was for
mally dedicated during the 1996 football season.

Student team will be catching a lot of rays during ultimate college road trip
With thoughts of summer sun and cross-country
travel dancing in their heads, an exhausted but elated
group of Western Michigan University students on
June 11 unveiled their dream car for the ultimate college road trip.
The students, members of the design and development team for WMU's solar-powered race car,
Sunseeker 97, have been working against the calendar
and clock all spring. Nearly every spare moment has
been devoted to getting ready for this year's Sunrayce,
a 1,200-mile cross-country contest that pits WMU's vehicle against solar cars built by engineering teams
from nearly forty other colleges and universities.
Sponsored by General Motors, EDS, and the U.S.
Department of Energy, the ten-day race begins June 19 in Indianapolis, Indiana, and
concludes in Colorado prings, Colorado. This year's team hopes its shorter, lighter,
and faster unseeker design will allow WMU to improve its previous race record.
The University captured eighth place in the 1990 inaugural Sunrayce and came in
eighteenth in 1993 and eighth in 1995. WMU achieved this nearly perfect top-ten
bowing while competing against teams from such schools as Stanford University, Ohio
tate University, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Boston University, Yale
University and the University of Michigan.
Thi year, unseeker will tackle a
route that's identical to 1995's, except
that the cour e end in Colorado
prings rather than Golden, Colorado.
Along the way racers will pass through
or top at everal towns brimming with
residents who are experienced and
enthu iastic unrayce watchers.
mith Center, Kansas, an overnight
top during the competition, has the
di tinction of being the town formally
linked to WMU this year through the
unrayce Adopt-a-Town program.
Above and right: Two years of
planning and innovative design have
teve Hunt, Sunseeker project mangone into the making of Sunseeker
ager, and Laura Jones, the team's
97, Western Michigan University's
Adopt-A-Town coordinator, visited the
new solar-powered race car. This
municipality Ia t November, taking
incredible learning experience has
information about solar energy and
involved more than 100 students
from a variety of disciplines as well
WMU to area schools and the local
as
scores of donors from business
Chamber of Commerce.
and industry who have contributed
funds and equipment.

Above: Western Michigan University's design and development
team for Sun seeker 9 7 drew members of the media to campus
June 11 for the unveiling of its completely redesigned solar race car.
The event took place near Read Fieldhouse and the Student
Recreation Center just eight days before the car was scheduled to
compete in its fourth Sunrayce, a national intercollegiate contest.

But those weren't the only activities on the agenda for
Hunt, a graduate student in computer science, and Jones,
an elementary education major. When Sunseeker and its
competitors pull into Smith Center on Day Seven of the
race, the competing teams probably won't be able to
avoid seeing some of the 300 "W" posters the two
distributed during their visit. But even more meaningful
will be the presence of many of the children Hunt and
Jones met while making educational presentations at
Smith Center schools.
"We went there to show off our car and give the kids
information about solar energy," Jones says. "We wanted
them to learn something from our team's experience."

